
 
Reading and Writing Across the Years in Grades 6-8  

The charts below are not comprehensive maps of the ELA curriculum; they are summaries of some of the 
units that represent the range of reading and writing experiences across the middle school years.  

 

6th Grade 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 

Intellectual Independence 
This unit is designed to help readers draw on their previous 
experiences in reading workshop with growing 
independence and with increasing skills, making decisions 
for themselves about how they will go about their work as 
readers. 
 
A Deep Study of Character 
This unit sets readers up for intense study of the 
complexities of character traits, the impact of setting on 
characters, and the ways in which the actions and 
experiences of characters reveal themes. 
 
Tapping the Power of Nonfiction 
In this unit, readers focus on skills that are essential to 
becoming powerful learners of virtually every academic 
discipline.  
 
Social Issues Book Clubs 
In this unit, through close reading and rich conversations, 
students dig into topics that matter to them and, over time, 
learn about the power of reading to help transform the way 
we see others. 

Personal Narrative: Creating Powerful Life Stories 
This unit helps students draw on their lives, learning 
strategies to generate meaningful story ideas, manage 
pace, elaborate on important scenes, and deepen insights. 
This unit especially emphasizes the importance of setting 
goals, practicing strategically, and aiming for high 
productivity (Heinemann). 
 
Research-Based Information Writing: Books, 
Websites, and Presentations 
Students begin this unit by exploring the broad topic of teen 
activism in order to teach their readers about a topic, using 
increasingly sophisticated ways to draw on and structure 
information to explain a position or make a call to action 
(Heinemann). 
 
The Literary Essay: From Character to 
Compare/Contrast 
In this unit, students learn ways to generate ideas based on 
close readings of a text and learning strategies essayists 
use to gather, analyze, and explain evidence from the text 
to support their claims (Heinemann). 

 

7th Grade 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 

Intellectual Independence 
This unit is designed to help readers draw on their previous 
experiences in reading workshop with growing independence 
and with increasing skills, making decisions for themselves 
about how they will go about their work as readers. 
 
Characterization and Author Study Book Clubs 
Readers focus not only on deeply studying characters but 
also on the author’s craft of creating multifaceted characters 
with all their complexities and various life lessons.  

Writing Realistic Fiction: Symbolism, Syntax and 
Truths 
Students write engaging short fiction. They lift the 
sophistication of their writing through attention to individual 
scenes, symbols, and writing techniques they’ve discovered 
from close readings of powerful short fiction (Heinemann). 

Writing About Reading: From Reader’s Notebooks 
to Companion Books 



Tapping the Power of Nonfiction 
In this unit, readers focus on skills that are essential to 
becoming powerful learners of virtually every academic 
discipline.  
 
Historical Fiction Book Clubs 
The authors of this unit state: “Historical fiction helps 
students see how history is not a collection of old, dead facts 
to be memorized, but is full of compelling stories that help us 
understand our present and, perhaps, what we need to do to 
shape a better future. We hope that the reading of historical 
fiction in this unit will not only kindle in students an interest in 
the genre, but that it will also generate awareness of how 
much we have yet to learn from history and the stories of 
people who struggled, suffered, and persevered as we do 
today” (Heinemann). 

Students learn to analyze the craft and structure of the 
authors they admire and to write for real audiences about 
why that craft matters (Heinemann). 
 
The Art of Argument: Research-Based Essays 
In this unit, students learn to write essays that build 
convincing, nuanced arguments, balancing evidence and 
analysis to persuade readers to shift their beliefs or take 
action (Heinemann). 

 

8th Grade 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 

Maintaining an Independent Reading Life 
The authors of this unit cite findings from research, which 
consistently points to the importance of reading a lot.  They 
state that “reading widely, voraciously, and independently is 
the primary action that can spark meaningful and lifelong 
learning.”  This unit is designed to support such reading and 
lay the foundation for it all year long...and beyond 
(Heinemann). 
 
Dystopian Book Clubs 
During the unit, readers will develop skills in reading more 
complex fiction texts: analyzing symbolism, deepening 
character analysis, understanding story arcs, reading 
critically with questions in mind. Meanwhile, they will build on 
their work with reading notebooks, strengthening their ability 
to transfer their skills from one context to another, and 
supporting their increasing independence as readers and 
thinkers.  
 
Nonfiction Focus Units  
Students’ work with expository and literary nonfiction texts 
builds their skills as readers and deepens their 
understanding across other academic areas. 

Application Essays 
Students begin this year writing applications for high school, 
college, and career.  They work to pull in their experiences 
with writing memoirs and personal essays in order to write 
skillfully and to effectively represent themselves. 
 
Literary Essay:  Analyzing Craft and Theme 
In this unit, students return to literary essays, writing 
arguments and counterarguments about themes in texts, 
supporting their positions with details of plot, character, and 
author’s craft (Heinemann). 
 
Position Papers: Research and Argument 
In this unit students learn to compose principled arguments 
by drawing on evidence, contextualizing their positions, and 
addressing multiple perspectives (Heinemann). 
 
Investigative Journalism 
In this unit, students learn to use sharp observations of life 
to write news and investigative articles about meaningful 
topics, crafting vivid narratives and elaborating multiple 
perspectives. They’ll write to shine a light on issues in their 
community and to actively stir their readers to take action 
(Heinemann).  
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